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5th ANNUAL TREASURE SALE 

When: Saturday, Sept. 20, 8am-2pm 
Where: Cock House, 400 E. Hopkins Street, San Marcos 
What:  We welcome “once loved” donations from fine china, holiday décor, vintage jewelry, 

clothes, kitchenware, games, toys, books, small accent furniture, and anything not requiring 
repair. Drop-off items at the Cock House Monday, September 15 thru Thursday, September 
18. Call Jan Little at 906-206-6483  if you can help during the week to price and stage AND/
OR help on the day of the sale, Saturday.  Always a well attended, community fundraiser!!   

A Members Only Pre-sale Party is scheduled for the night before the sale.   
Join us Friday, September 19 from 5pm- 7 pm. Nibbles and wine to get you in the mood! 

50th ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL 
AWARDS DINNER 
When:    Monday, October 20, 2025, 5:30-8:30PM 
Where:  The Price Center -  222 W. San Antonio Street 
What:  Seating is limited so you are encouraged to buy your tickets at our website 

now at www.heritagesanmarcos.org. Deadline Friday, October 10. Tickets will not 
be sold the evening of the dinner. Join us for an elegant evening celebrating 50 
years of the Heritage Association of San Marcos. NOT TO BE MISSED! $50 per 
person includes happy hour, appetizers, gourmet dinner and fabulous dessert. Legacy 
tables are sold out.  Questions: contact Jean Baggett, Annual Dinner Chair, at 13bag-
gett@outlook.com. Immerse yourself in the grandeur to toast fifty years of this truly 
remarkable organization.  

HISTORY HAPPY HOUR 
When: Thursday, November 20, 5-7pm 
Where: Cephas House . 217 W. Martin Luther King Dr. 
What:  It will be an encore presentation when TXST historian Peter Dedek     

repeats last year’s fascinating subject  “Preserving the Style of your Historic 
House”.  Many had to miss his excellent talk due to weather but he’s back by demand. 
If you want to know the difference between Queen Anne, Eastlake, Georgian, and 
popular San Marcos historic architecture, come soak it up along with wine, cheese & 
appetizers. Happy hour begins 5:00. Presentation begins 5:30.  All members are en-
couraged to attend and bring a friend. Seating is limited so RSVP to 512-787-6294 

50th ANNIVERSARY DISPLAY 

When: Annual Award Dinner, Monday, Oct. 20, 5:30 pm 
Where: Price Center, 222 W. San Antonio Street 
What:  A stunning display created by Linda Coker for the 2025 Home Tour will 

once again be on display during the Annual Dinner. Don’t miss this historical visual. 



NEW MEMBERS or NEW CONTACT INFO or CORRECTIONS 
New Business & Personal Address for Michele & Stacy Breihan: P. O. Box 477, San Marcos 78667 
 
New Members: 
Rev. Dr. Sunny Farley & Kai Jamison Farley, 691 Euclid Ave., Rusk, TX 78785, 903-574-1309,  
 pastorsunnyfarley@gmail.com 
Curtiss W. Maxey - 307 Welch Street, Houston, TX 77006, 713-545-2909, bmaxey@mediadesigninc.com 

CHARLES S. COCK HOUSE MUSEUM 
Aka The Cottage Kitchen, 400 E. Hopkins Street, San Marcos 
The newly renovated Charles S. Cock House Museum is the ideal venue to rent for any 
event.  Located in tree shaded Veramendi Plaza Park next to the river, it provides three 
furnished dining rooms with a capacity of 45 guests, an ADA accessible bathroom, fully 
equipped kitchen and parking in front, rear and across the street. Convenient. Affordable.  
 

Contact Sherry Baebler to reserve this historic gem for your next shower, ladies 
tea, birthday, club/business meeting or any celebration: 512-665-6048.   

COTTAGE KITCHEN LUNCH 
WHEN:     Thursday, October 2, 2025, 11am-1pm 
WHERE: Cottage Kitchen, 400 E. Hopkins, San Marcos 
WHAT:     Lunch hosted by Air-One Rescue.  The owners, Lance and Sheila Beck, promise the best 

hearty lunch for only $10 per person!  Come celebrate good times with community lunch loyalists in historic 

Charles S. Cock House Museum.  

Mark your calendars for our November 6th Cottage Kitchen Lunch hosted by San Marcos Academy. 

Sidenote:  Our September 4th lunch, hosted by the Damron Group, paid a touching tribute to Marianne 

Moore (Sept. 13, 1958 – Aug. 10, 2025) highlighting memorable moments of her life in photographs dis-

played throughout the Cock House.  She was a fashion icon, served as a mentor to others through volunteer 

work, was devoted to her community, the Cottage Kitchen, The Heritage Association of San Marcos, Twice 

Blessed Consignment Store, the First Baptist Church and so much more. The quintessential hostess, Mari-

anne mastered the art of greeting people and extending her warmth to everyone she met.  “Once in a genera-

tion, perhaps a lifetime, there is a force that impacts you. Someone who not only guides change, but affects it 

and, when necessary, commands it. While her legacy and work throughout San Marcos will continue, the 

force of nature known as Marianne Moore, will forever be missed.”  - Cory Glisson-Munier 

HERITAGE ARBOR DAY AND AWARDS 
Heritage Arbor Day is an event of the Heritage Association planned and conducted by the Riverwalk Park Committee to 
honor a deceased distinguished citizen who made outstanding contributions to the enhancement of life in this community.  
A significant historical and cultural tradition since 1979, it is held outdoors each year at the Memorial Grove in           
Veramendi Plaza Park every November. 
 
The 2025 Honoree of this coveted award is Jeff Kester and the tribute to this wonderful community leader will 
be held on Friday, November 7, 2025 at 5pm in Veramendi Plaza Park located behind the Charles S. Cock House 
Museum, 400 E. Hopkins.  HASM members and the public are invite to join the Riverwalk Committee in this 
celebratory event. 
 
The Riverwalk Committee:  Rob Aanstoos, Chair, and Sue Cobb, Beverly Owen, Jean Mooney, Kim Miller,                 
Glen Marshall, Mike Dillon and Ginger Salone. 



THE RIVERWALK COMMITTEE 
And Brief  History of  the Memorial Grove 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Planting of the Memorial Grove commenced in celebration of the nation's Bicentennial in San Marcos. The 
Grove and Riverwalk were established as a permanent “gift to the City” to continue into the next century. 
 
The City Bicentennial Commission, which later became the Heritage Association, planted the first Arbor Day 
tree in 1976. The tree was a gift to San Marcos from the Texas Forest Service, a “Liberty Tree,” distributed to 
recognize Bicentennial Cities in Texas. This large Texas Pecan presently centers the Memorial Grove located 
between the Charles S. Cock House Museum and the railroad tracks extending to the Riverwalk at the San 
Marcos River. 
 
This Grove began with the four large trees located at the parking lot behind the Museum. These trees were 
planted in honor of those for whom memorials had been contributed to help finance the Riverwalk. 
 
Also among the trees originally planted in the Memorial Grove is the Andrew Jackson Magnolia located near 
the flagpole and the gazebo. This tree was propagated from the magnolia tree growing on the White House 
grounds in Washington, D.C. It was a gift to the Bicentennial Commission in 1973 from U.S. Congressman J. 
J. Pickle. 
 
The large tree east of the gazebo at the edge of Hopkins Street is the Lyndon Baines Johnson Magnolia. It was 
planted as a memorial soon after the President's death according to the wishes of Mrs. Johnson.  
 
In addition to the recognition of those who contributed to the construction of the original riverwalk, the 
Riverwalk Park Committee, on behalf of the Heritage Association, has planted trees in memory of other indi-
viduals during Arbor Day events, beginning in 1979.  
 
The history and transformation of the Riverwalk Committee, it’s contributions to the city, and volumes of  
effort, will be shared over the next few newsletters in a series.  The tireless effort of this group of men and 
women over the last 50 years can not be appreciated in just one article. 
 
This committee continues the legacy of the San Marcos River Beautification Corporation to bring about beau-
ty along the river in coordination with the City and the Parks and Recreation Department. The committee 
perpetuates the Riverwalk, the Memorial Grove and improvements to Juan Veramendi Plaza; monitors addi-
tional improvements to the grounds around the Charles S. Cock House Museum and the Merriman Cabin Mu-
seum; plans and carries out Memorial Grove Planting/Arbor Day Celebrations and the Association Award of 
Honor; and coordinates with the City for landscaping additions (trees, flower beds, etc.) within the park and 
along the Riverwalk.  The city and HASM will forever be indebted to the Riverwalk Committee for contrib-
uting to the heart of San Marcos and the generations to come. 
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Community Impact 
Eleanor Crook 

Gary Germer Insurance Services 
Renee Graham 

Lion’s Club 
Lucky Sky Graphics 

Paul Gallegos Designs 
Cathy & Mike Dillon, McCoy’s Building Supplies, New Braunfels Mattress, 

San Marcos Chamber of Commerce, Austin Pedicab 
Air One Heating & Air Conditioning, Blue Bonnet Electric, Frost Bank, Jane Hughson,  

Ozona Bank, Linda & Bill Pennington, Lea & Tim Rice, Sage Capital Bank 

2025 SPONSORS 

Without your support, the Heritage Association could not create projects that enrich our 
community and continue the traditions that San Marcos so dearly treasures. 


