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Dear Friends— 

It is spring, the first weekend in May is fast approaching, and that means the 42nd 
annual Historic Home Tour is upon us! For the first time ever, it will be a 4-day weekend, and we 
hope you will add it to your calendar. There will be FOURTEEN historic and contemporary 
homes, as well as a Designer Showcase in a historic home that few have ever seen. The 2017 
theme is “the Magic of Interior Design” . . . and it will indeed be magical.  

 
We are partnering this year with Kissing Tree, the incredible new adult community that is 

taking shape in the middle of historic Stringtown out on Hunter Road. With their help and 
sponsorship, there are so many exciting additions this year that it wouldn’t all fit into 2 traditional 
days! So this 4-day Tour Weekend is designed to allow both locals and visitors to immerse 
themselves in the magic of beautiful homes, beautiful interiors, and beautiful San Marcos itself.  
 
Features include the following:  

--On Thursday at 4 p.m., join us at Kissing Tree for a rollicking kickoff party. Take time to 
stroll their 8 stunning showhomes, and then in a huge tent at the end of the street, you 
will find an evening of great music, great food by top San Marcos restaurants and 
caterers, and riveting entertainment by Hollywood-quality magician/comedians.  
 
--On Friday, connect with newly vibrant downtown San Marcos by taking the “Magical 
History Tour.” See commercial and historic sites of interest to both visitors and longtime 
residents . . . with prizes for those who solve some fun puzzles. Headquarters tent on 
the square opens at 10, with a guided walking tour scheduled for 2 p.m.  
 
--On Saturday and Sunday, visit 6 vintage and contemporary San Marcos homes, 
ranging from cottages to mansions, all chosen for their impressive interiors. Two have 
been redesigned since last being on tour; but the other four are newfound treasures. 
Tour headquarters at the historic Charles S. Cock House Museum will open at 11 a.m., 
and the houses themselves are open from 12-5 p.m.   
 
--The Designer Showcase will be in the 1940’s Zimmerman home at 804 Burleson, 
hosted by 8 local designers who have each taken portions of the house and grounds to 
exhibit their remarkable talents. The place has long been empty, but no longer. Sheer 
magic is already taking place! The Designer Showcase is open during tour hours 
Saturday and Sunday 12-5 p.m.  
 
--the Kissing Tree homes may be viewed during the Thursday preview party, and then 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 10 a.m.-7 p.m., outside of standard Saturday-
Sunday tour hours. Interior designers and Heritage docents will be on site in the homes, 
offering design tips and historical tidbits.  

 
All proceeds will fund our exciting project of placing markers on the streets in front of the most 
significant Historic District homes, and ultimately to a self-guided oral history of each house, 



accessed via smart phones. Given San Marcos’ recent distinction of being the fastest-growing 
city in the U.S, preserving our history is ever more important.    
 

No busses: the 2017 tour will be self-guided, with visitors driving themselves to each of the tour 
sites. We will have golf carts strategically placed to help assure easy access to each home.  
 
Presale tickets go on sale April 1, via the association’s website www.heritagesanmarcos.org.  
Advance Sat/Sun tour-only tickets are $25. Preview party tickets are $75 and must be 
purchased in advance. The History Tour is $10, and a Four-day combo pass for $100 will 
include admission to all events. Hotel discounts have been arranged. As always, San Martians 
can buy tickets in person from 9-5 weekdays at the Chamber of Commerce and Price Center 
offices, or on Fridays from 11-1 at the Cottage Kitchen. But we encourage you to go online April 
1 to view event details, and directly purchase your choice of ticket packages. (Day-of-tour 
tickets will be available for $30 at the Cock House Museum.) 
 
And of course, if you can possibly help with docenting, writing, ticket selling, event setup, golf 
cart driving, or the like, we would love to hear from you. Ask us about a discounted ticket for 
serving! Any way you choose to participate, we hope you’ll support our Heritage and this grand 
spring tradition.  
 
 
 
 
Cathy Dillon and Marianne Moore, Tour Co-Chairs          Gary Germer, Heritage President 
 
info@heritagesanmarcos.org 
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